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VP town news
The right to know

and speakShaping
the future

By Jennifer Senofonte
Staff Writer

AVON -The Town ofAvon Pub-
lic Works Director Bruce Williams
has been recognized as one of
nearly 200 directors in the nation as
a leadership fellow by theAmerican
Publics Works Association.

He is an over
30-year veteran
in the field and
has been serv-
ing as Avon’s
director for al-
most eight
years.
Town Man-

ager Brandon
Robertson said Williams has the
ability to “shape the next generation
of public works employees.”
The designation as a public

works leadership fellowmeans that
Williams will mentor public works
employees who are coming up
through the ranks, which is a great
opportunity, Williams said.
“The average age of a director is

about 55. There’s a need to share
with the future leaders your experi-
ences in the field,” he added.
In Avon, Williams provides di-

rection to the divisions of adminis-
tration, roadways, building and
grounds, machinery and equipment
and solid waste. In addition, he is
responsible for 21 full-time em-
ployees and nine part-time employ-
ees along with an annual operating
budget of approximately $3.7 mil-
lion.
“Anybody who has him as a

mentor is going to be very lucky,”
Robertson said during his town
manager’s report at the July 12
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Avon Public Works director
named leadership fellow, will

mentor rising employees

Bruce Williams

By Alison Jalbert
Editorial Assistant

AVON - Negotiations between
the Avon Education Association
and the Board of Education have
gone behind closed doors.
During a July 24 meeting of the

Board of Ed’s Negotiations Sub-

committee, it was agreed that nego-
tiations will now be private, based
on the consensus of the board.
“The Board of Education’s
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Signange encouraging dog leashes will be used instead of law

BOE and union
negotiations will

be private

“Someday, this refusal by
the teachers’ union for
open negotiation will be

seen as thuggish and
illegal as, say, not

reading someone their
Miranda rights.”

-President of the Avon Taypayers’
Association Florence Stahl

‘Monk chats’
By Alison Jalbert
Editorial Assistant

SIMSBURY - Simsbury resi-
dent David Poppe is helping make
a difference in Thailand.
Poppe, a 2004 Simsbury High

School graduate, has lived in
Thailand for the last three years
working as a program director and
partner for humanitarian organiza-
tionAtma Seva.
After graduating from Mora-

vian College with a business man-
agement degree, Poppe planned to
travel as a member of the Peace
Corps, but that trip fell through.
He began networking and
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Valley native works to teach monks English, helps launch
program for mutual learning and cross-cultural education

By Sloan Brewster
Senior Staff Writer

SIMSBURY- Simsbury’s Board
of Selectmen has made a statement
about public audience.
In response to months of com-

plaints from residents who insist the
public’s right to speak at meetings
has been consistently hampered,
First SelectmanMary Glassman put
forward a measure, which the board
agreed it would do.
In the future, Board of Select-

menmeetings, which start at 7 p.m.,
will have a half-hour period set
aside for public audience. Town
business will start at 7:30.
Glassman also reiterated that the
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BOS makes
decision after

resident complaints

Public
audience
discussed

By Sloan Brewster
Senior Staff Writer

CANTON - The town of Canton
will not be imposing a leash law
yet.
After a discussion at the July 23

Board of Selectmen meeting, se-
lectmen decided to take a softer ap-
proach toward dealing with lose
dogs. Rather than instituting a law
mandating leashes, the board

agreed to put signs on the rail trail
requesting that people leash their
dogs. There were two reasons for
the decision.
First, the issue was brought up

by a resident who sent a letter to
Chief Administrative Officer
Robert Skinner complaining of un-
leashed dogs at a local cemetery.
The Calvary Cemetery on Collins
Road is private property, so the
town cannot mandate leashes there,

selectmen said during the discus-
sion.
“I just don’t know how you

adopt an ordinance that says what
has to be done on private property,”
First Selectman Richard Barlow
said.
Secondly, after receiving the let-

ter from the resident, Skinner asked
Animal Control Officer Beverly
LaPlume her thoughts on leashes
and learned that she had received

complaints about unleashed dogs on
the rail trail, he told the board.
Since the trail is town-owned, se-

lectmen can enforce a leash law
there, but they were hesitant.
Skinner said he had researched

other towns and that some, includ-
ing Avon, did have requirements
that dogs be leashed, but only on
public property. He also explained
the state law that most towns fall
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Simsbury resident David Poppe chats with Buddhist monks during a
break in between meetings at Wat Doi Saket, the monastery in Thailand
where he resides.

Simsbury resident David Poppe, left, with a monk named Ta who started a foundation that Atma Seva will
be collaborating with in the future. Also pictured is Atma Seva’s volunteer coordinator, Marcia.
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